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Top: The twenty-one candidates who
competed for office during this years’
conference.

Above: The Cultivating Community
4-H Club received the annual Chevron
Community Pride award for their Slavic
Gardening project.

Chevron representatives Derick Reyrao
(far left) and Jon McCullough with 4-H
members Stacie Nadel, Alex Bistrevsky,
Tatyana Bistrevsky, and Alex Ageyev.

Below: Connor Wilson, Ferry County,
campaigns for votes.

Seventeen-year old Heather DeWitz served as a campaign
manager. “This conference really helps us to learn that
activism in politics is important at a young age and that
it's possible to influence others,” said Heather who's been
involved with Pierce County 4-H for nine years. “People
have no right to complain if they don’t get involved.”

Since the Know Your Government conference began in
1977, 4-H State Director Pat BoyEs has seen youth create
significant platforms. “By identifying local issues, forming
a response to those issues, and building a coalition
of people to make necessary changes, young people
learn what constitutes a political platform,” said BoyEs.
“That platform translates into a response plan to critical
local needs,” added BoyEs.

At the conference the candidates were narrowed to three
with Caleb Klein from Edwall, Thorpe’s Gabby Eddings,
and Alex Bistrevsky from Spokane Valley taking the top
spots. After more speeches and an extensive question
and answer session the final vote was cast with Caleb
receiving the final nod. One of his first activities was
hearing First Lady Laura Bush at the Helping America’s
Youth Conference in Portland, Oregon.

The Cultivating Community 4-H Club in Spokane County
received the annual Chevron Community Pride award.
The club was honored for the Slavik Community Garden
Project, a multi-generational endeavor in planting and
growing fruit and vegetables with the culmination of an
annual Harvest Festival open to everyone in the fall.
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